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Lear ‘~o,mmy:

.~ddelc tr~ougnt you night be interested in a copy
of this .“.icrcnesian .ue’;;s dery-i~~ release Ivnicn
arrived tnis week.

i’~fiplannin; to tioa story an plans for fiikini,
eased on tne interior ueJ2rtment budget requests,
but 1 haven’t ~otten to it yet. 1111 send you
a clip wnec I do.

Can Smith the ?eace Jorps volunteer-xpublic-info
‘type who was on the trip last summer, is bureau
cnief of this news service. ltieput me on his imailing
list.

id and I had lunch the other day with a former ?eace
Gorps volunteer who spent a couple cf ~years on Lae
and is joiflg back to marry a Lae girl and teach for
the Trust lerritory on Aajuro.
kid.

A nice, idealistic

Hope tnings are going well for you.

best regards

BEST COPYAVAILA!3LE
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BT.:<IX3.CLEAX-UP TO START S00>:

movingas quickly cs possible. Col. John SchoCtof theAEC
.

visitedSaipm Tuescky,January21, to zrrangetransportationfor

an ci~>c-r,zn survey team to begin clearing the Eneu Island zirs:zip

on 13i!iini Atoll. Unfortunately, the Trust Territoryshipsir~the

possiblemczns of transportationzrc bzing cxplore6.

According to Deputy High Cor.nissioner lbztin -P. Mangaa, the

Atomic hl~r~y

which mtistbe

July 1, 1969.

— - ---
Ccmissiocer has sevzrzl hundred thousand d-oll;rs

.:

s?ent before the end of fiscal year 1969 or_before

-.
The total of AZC and Defense Department funds

available at this time

$600,CC0. The COSt of

de3zis zncl radio~ctivc

is understood to be in the vicinity of

cleaning out the dangerous st~uctures,

iron is estimated by the AECfs contractor, .

Honesand N&rverjto be $1,200,000. The entire return to Bikini

will cost about $3,200,000. Former ?residmt Johnson requested

$1.7 nillioi, in his budget messazz lzst week, but the fzct that

other Coney is now available will mean 3ikini rehabilitation ca’n

stsrt at iecst six rsonths earlier thca previously pknned.

Oae of the first jobs to be done oiiBikini is to clecr .

L}c(jfeet of the ~n~u airstrip so that short-tzkeoff-md-landing

-r&ore-

.. .
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aircraft of the ‘K~rsjaleinMissileRange can land to bring in

initisl supplies and rxm?cwzr. The logistics of shiPPiW ‘eav~

equipment and su~pliesreportedlyhzvc been zrran~cdfor“bythe

military. TileAEC has plsnncd 13 ~:ecli~ for mobilization of the

clean-up, but they ex~ect it can be done faster.

to

of

twenty 3ik5ni2ns fron Ifili Islazd would ‘oeneeded by the end

Tne AEC plans to start by removin~ chc rc.diozctive =crap zad

duzpiz; it at sea. The huge rustic: tGwers would be demolished as

~’ould srLyother unszfe structtire c~.dthe cement bu~kers would be

repaired where cracked” The exact scope of the work is cot clear at

this time, ht it is expected th.a~there will 5e a coasidzrable

amount of brush clearing. The brush WOUld be Piled for Cor’?ost>
-.

or bazned.

::b,;12~>e fxtc:e financing of the

Trust Territory officials appear to be

step will socr.be taken.

Bikir.i return is not cle2r,

dalighted that the ftrst

In other pre?~rations for the return to 3ikini, Dr. Robert<.

Cozard is pre?zring to do baseline studies on the Biliini peopie so

that the am.au~t of radiation accwm~lzted after their retzrn can ~e

measure?. Dr. Ccmard, of the Eroo!chav-en National Laboratory, has

been res?ar.sible fm the co~;tinuir.~
c~s~rv~:ion of the RonSclCp

peo~lz sines their ex?osure to r.d~occtivity fifteen yezrs a~o.
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“Rhilea fcw Bikiniansmay return soon> it must be remc~.beyed

thzt t!leatoll will ~ot be eble to support a sizczble population

.
for six or mare years.

9-106 +9+
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